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MIDLAND SALEYARDS - PIG AUCTION FACILITIES 

72. Hon ANTHONY FELS to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
My question without notice concerns the Midland saleyards. 
(1) What share of proceeds from the sale of 11 hectares of land presently used for the Midland saleyards 

will be available to the pig producers and pig industry in Western Australia? 
(2) What provision was made for future live pig auction facilities in Western Australia when the minister 

approved expenditure for the Muchea saleyards? 
(3) How long has the minister been aware of the hazardous and dangerous state of the present facility and 

related WorkSafe and occupational health and safety issues, including potential claims for asbestosis; 
and is this a factor in the minister’s reluctance to support the continued live auction sale of pigs? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
Hon Anthony Fels correctly introduced his question as a question without notice.  I have a very similar question 
from the honourable member with some notice given.  I will deal with the first two questions and the honourable 
member can remind me by way of interjection of the remaining questions. 
(1) None.  All proceeds from the sale of the land presently used for the Midland saleyards will be required 

to establish the replacement sheep and cattle facility at Muchea. 
(2) Replacement pig auction facilities were investigated; however, these were not considered to be viable.  

Throughput at Midland saleyards now represents less than three per cent of total pig sales in Western 
Australia, and over the past six months pig sales at Midland have fallen to an average of only 249 pigs 
per sale.  This compares with more than 2 000 pigs per week sold directly by one large WA pork 
producer. 

Hon Anthony Fels:  Processor? 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  No, producer.  It must be an enormous producer. 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  Get your head around it! 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  To be fair to Hon Anthony Fels, I did not know that either.  The answer continues:   
The sales trend illustrates that industry has preferred direct selling for biosecurity, quality assurance, supply 
chain integration and objective measurement reasons, and the live auction selling system is clearly servicing a 
very small and declining sector of the industry. 
(3) I will try to recall the last part of the question. 

Hon Anthony Fels:  The state of the present facilities and the hazardous nature of the facilities. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Was that the only part? 

Hon Anthony Fels:  Pretty well.  Also, was that a factor in your reluctance to support the industry in the future? 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  It is true that the state of the pig-selling facility at the old Midland saleyards is such that 
animal welfare and occupational health and safety issues are a concern to the Western Australian Meat Industry 
Authority.  However, the decision to cease the auctioning of pigs at Midland next month was not made by the 
Western Australian Meat Industry Authority; it was in fact made by the agents, the WA Livestock Salesmen’s 
Association.  That body made its decision, presumably on economic grounds, simply because there was not 
sufficient throughput to justify it continuing the sales.  However, the member is partly right.  The sales had to 
finish anyway and, indeed, that is one of the reasons that the Midland saleyards had to be closed and its 
operations moved to Muchea.  There is asbestos risk in the area, and there are certainly animal welfare risk 
reasons for the closure.  However, the reason for the fairly short notice of the cessation of live auctions was the 
decision by the agents. 
 


